GEORGE THE THERD
—was compelled to share her home—again according to Bedford,
6 a miserable wooden house, poorly furnished'—with her hus-
band's mistress, Madame de Hertzfeldt.
George had seen something of his brother-in-law's lack of tact
when he came to England to claim his bride in 1764. The Duke
went out of his way to fraternize with the leading members of
the parliamentary Opposition, and all his movements were
calculated to indicate to the Londoners how much better fellow
he was than their own King. It was the Brunswick Manifesto,
an ' astoundingly impolitic document,' which brought to revolu-
tionary France that patriotic consciousness which sent Frenchmen
conquering from one end of Europe to another. The Duke,
however, fell fighting against the Frenchmen at Jena: his estates
were confiscated by Napoleon; and his widow fled to the
country of her birth to throw herself on the protection of her
royal brother.
More unfortunate was the fate of her younger sister, the
Princess Caroline Amelia, who in 1766 was married to the
lecherous Christian VII of Denmark. She was a charming girl,
only in her teens when she left her brother's care; and in her new
home it was her unhappy fate to experience almost at once a
husband's cruelty and a mother-in-law's hostility. Her husband
would not take her with him to England in 1768 when he went to
pay his respects to his brother-in-law; and not surprisingly he
had a very cold welcome at the English Court. * Desirous of
making his [Christian's] stay in this country as agreeable as
possible' George requested Weymouth, the Secretary of State
for the Northern Department, to inquire from the Danish
Ambassador how his royal master wished to be treated.
This [said George] will throw whatever may displease the King of
Denmark ... on his shoulders, and consequently free me from
that desagreinent.
He frankly admitted to Weymouth that he found the whole
business ' very distasteful.' As it happened the visiting monarch
spent much of his time in London's more fashionable brothels!
His young Queen, disgusted by the way in which she was
treated by her husband and mother-in-law and smarting under
the indignities which they heaped upon her, threw discretion to
the winds, and found in other company the enjoyment which
314

